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51 in some locations outside the metro are

.cocked heads.

—poor—Nipper’s” body
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Damaged windows on the west and south sides of the iower of
the historic RCA-Victor Lofts building in Camden.

Fixing a hole
in a landmark

Work about to start at Victor Lofts.

Nipper has lost his head
but not his patience.

In a beautiful but broken
set of stained-glass windows
high above the heart of Cam-
den, paris of the vmtage RCA-
Vlctor mascot still await His
Master’s Voice.

Six large sections of stained
glass have been
blown inside the Vic-
tor Lofts tower in re-
cent years, leaving
three Nippers with-
out their iconically

In one window,

is also gone. At least Y
the curious canine Hevin

still possesses total Riordan

ing” the building’s manage-
ment, adds Ron McHugh, a
Pine Hill resident who has an
extensive collection of compa-
ny memorabilia.

Now it looks as if Nipper’s
long wait is almost over.

Carl Dranoff, whose compa-
ny transformed the onetime
“Victrola” plant into
the snazzy, 341-unit
complex, expects a
$75,000-plus restora-
tion of the windows
to begin soon.

“We have been at
this for many, many,
many, . many
months,” Dranoff
says, perhaps mind-
ful of complaints

terrier-ness on the The Jersey Side about the marred

itower’s east side.

The deterioration
of what's not only a regional
landmark but a symbol of
Camden’s perpetually on-the-
horizon renaissance dismays
history buffs, downtown work-
ers, and this columnist. .

“An embarrassment,” says
Fred Barnum, author of the
1991 book His Master’s Voice
in America, a history of RCA-
Victor and related compa-
nies.

“We've been calling and call-

top of his tower,

“We had to discov-
er what the problem was,” he
explains. “Then we had to
find someone qualified to fix
it. These are all separate,
handmade [stained-glass]
parts.”

Gartner Stained Glass Stu-
dios of Abington will do the
honors. “The stained-glass
artist has already taken [sam-
ples] of the remaining win-
dows and is preparing to com-

See NIPPER on Bi13
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. mence the work,” says .
project. manager Michael

- .Asnes. - rine
He expects that replacement .

panels will be fabricated with- ¢lt

in the next two months and -

that repairs will be finished by
- the end of the year. -

in diameter and stand 12'sto-
.- Ties above Market:Street.:

The original windows- from’

1916 were removed-in the
. 1970s. They. were re-created

and remstalled in the 19805 j

and again in 1998, ..
" “We - thought the ‘win

would be ' up there for 20 or -

30 years,” says Dranoff, who
bought the building in-2002.

. ‘ing bar. system.on the interi
_It's not a simple task. The . :
circular windows are ‘15 feet

" of the Camden’ County Histor

_vnndows """

3rec0rded musu: 1ndus

ing the missing panels, as’
well as installing:a remforc—:_i !

cal Society. The society’s mu- . ..
seum has one:of. the ongmal

as the city that pmneere_d the -

. The $75 million transforma- ..

" tion of what had been RCA

Building 17 into The'-Victor::
was completed in 2004; some”

time after, individual glass
panels began to blow into the
tower’s interior.

pears to be mo

: Conta Kevm Hlordan at.
on Cooper Street near Second - 856-779-3845 or’:

10-story former RCA buildi‘ng :

Street has been gutted, and krlordan@phlllynews com: -
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amaged windows the V[ctor Lofis huilding in Camden should

_be: replaced by the end of the year the contractor said.




